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Synopsis

Sometimes referred to as the first published manual of guerrilla warfare, Bernardo de Vargas
Machucaé ™s Indian Militia and Description of the Indies is actually the first known manual of
counterinsurgency, or anti-guerrilla warfare. Published in Madrid in 1599 by a Spanish-born soldier
of fortune with long experience in the Americas, the book is a training manual for conquistadors.
The Aztec and Inca Empires had long since fallen by 1599, but Vargas Machuca argued that many
more Native American peoples remained to be conquered and converted to Roman Catholicism.
What makes his often shrill and self-righteous treatise surprising is his consistent praise of
indigenous resistance techniques and medicinal practices.Containing advice on curing rattlesnake
bites with amethysts and making saltpeter for gunpowder from concentrated human urine, The
Indian Militia is a manual in four parts, the first of which outlines the ideal qualities of the militia
commander. Addressing the organization and outfitting of conquest expeditions, Book Two includes
extended discussions of arms and medicine. Book Three covers the proper behavior of soldiers,
providing advice on marching through peaceful and bellicose territories, crossing rivers, bivouacking
in foul weather, and carrying out night raids and ambushes. Book Four deals with peacemaking,
town-founding, and the proper treatment of conquered peoples. Appended to these four sections is
a brief geographical description of all of Spanish America, with special emphasis on the indigenous
peoples of New Granada (roughly modern-day Colombia), followed by a short guide to the southern
coasts and heavens. This first English-language edition of The Indian Militia includes an extensive
introduction, a posthumous report on Vargas Machucaéa ™s military service, and a selection from

his unpublished attack on the writings of Fray BartolomA®© de Las Casas.
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Customer Reviews

Must have book for any studying the methods used by the Spanish to subdue the Indies.

Download to continue reading...

The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) Indian
Cooking: for Beginners - Indian Recipes Cookbook 101 - Indian Cuisine - Indian Culinary Traditions
(Indian Food Recipes - Indian Food Cookbook for Beginners) Description of the Colt’s double-action
revolver, caliber .38, with rules for management, memoranda of trajectory, and description of
ammunition Outlawed: Between Security and Rights in a Bolivian City (The Cultures and Practice of
Violence) Soldiers of the King: The Upper Canadian Militia 1812-1815 York’s Sacrifice: Militia
Casualties of the War of 1812 The Book of Indian Crafts and Indian Lore: The Perfect Guide to
Creating Your Own Indian-Style Artifacts Everyday Harm: Domestic Violence, Court Rites, and
Cultures of Reconciliation Central American and West Indian Archaeology: Being an Introduction to
the Archaeology of the States of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama and the West Indies (Classic
Reprint) Indian Creek; Arawak Site on Antigua, West Indies: 1973 Excavation by Yale University
and the Antigua Archeological Society Excavations at the Indian Creek Site, Antigua, West Indies
(Yale University Publications in Anthropology) The Life of Captain Cipriani: An Account of British
Government in the West Indies, with the pamphlet The Case for West-Indian Self Government (The
C. L. R. James Archives) Everyday Revolutionaries: Gender, Violence, and Disillusionment in
Postwar El Salvador (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) The Batterer as Parent:
Addressing the Impact of Domestic Violence on Family Dynamics (SAGE Series on Violence
against Women) Meditations on Violence: A Comparison of Martial Arts Training & Real World
Violence The Deadly Embrace: Religion, Politics, and Violence in the Indian Subcontinent,
1947-2002 (The Subcontinent Divided: A New Beginning) Indian Asceticism: Power, Violence, and
Play California Indian Baskets: San Diego to Santa Barbara and Beyond to the San Joaquin Valley,
Mountains and Deserts (Indian Baskets of California and Oregon, Vol. II) Southwestern Indian
Baskets: Their History and Their Makers (Studies in American Indian Art) Corn Is Our Blood: Culture

and Ethnic Identity in a Contemporary Aztec Indian Village (The Civilization of American Indian


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/L4Qyz/the-indian-militia-and-description-of-the-indies-the-cultures-and-practice-of-violence.pdf?r=olmVBeN90Dfb1JwdsGAbn29kpY%2B3Szh6BocAHxL%2FFGPmT27itJI%2B0hvb%2F8jIcp7U

Series, Vol 206)

Dmica


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

